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N

o matter how you think the world
works, it is an amazing coincidence
that Debbie Friedman, zichrona livracha, died
the week of Shabbat Shira, the Shabbat of
song. Going forward, this womenʹs indelible
contribution to the Jewish people will be
commemorated at the same time that we
read the Song at the Sea, celebrating the es‐
cape of the Israelites from Egypt and elimi‐
nating once and for all being pursued by the
enemy Egyptians.
In 1975 I was first introduced to Debbieʹs
music in earnest. During my high school
years I learned many more of her songs. Her
music was my music, her exuberance my
exuberance. This was clear at her funeral
that was webcast from Santa Ana, California,
where she was accompanied into the next
world with her own music. From ʺSing Unto
Godʺ sung acapella by Craig Taubman to
ʺDevorahʹs Songʺ sung by Josh Nelson to
ʺMiriamʹs Songʺ led by Julie Silver it was a
funeral both poignant and warm, energetic
and elegiac. This is a woman who, like her
namesake Devorah in the Book of Judges,
transformed how thousands and thousands
of Jews experienced Judaism. Originally an
outsider, maligned by the cantorial establish‐
ment, her music seeped into synagogues
from people who attended camp: it was too
energetic to ignore. It was and is too good to
ignore. No longer passive, Debbieʹs music
was the opening to involve congregants in
song.
Debbie was not professionally trained; her
sound was influenced by the folk music she
was hearing in the 1960s and 1970s. Over
the course of her career you could almost
hear how her thinking evolved, how the lyr‐
ics changed. As egalitarianism expanded

throughout liberal Judaism, Debbieʹs mu‐
sic and lyrics reflected this. She was a
wonderful teacher, a mentor, a friend, and
a fierce advocate for what she affirmed.
We are diminished that she is no
longer in this world in her body. Yet her
voice continues to be heard, in her music,
in our voices. Her memory is a blessing
that we will honor every time we lift up
our voices in her songs.
Rabbi David Novak

Adult Education
Judaism in Art:

We usually think
of Biblical commentary as something
found in the Midrash, or written by
Rashi or Sforno, but Biblical commen‐
tary comes in many forms including art.
Please join us Saturday night February
19 at 7:00 pm when Rabbi Michael
Cohen will lead us in an exploration of
art as Biblical commentary. In addition
to his rabbinic studies, Rabbi Michael
has studied art history a number of
times in Paris and Florence. Come and
see how different artists’ renditions of
the same Biblical scene are also a com‐
mentary on that Biblical moment that
helps us better understand the Biblical
sentence or scene.

Talmud Study Class:

Join
Rabbi Novak at his weekly Talmud
class, now being offered twice each
week: on Tuesday mornings from 10:30
am to 12 pm and on Wednesday eve‐
nings from 7 to 8 pm. Each class fea‐
tures a topic from the Talmud and vivid
participant conversation. Come learn!
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I

srael Congregation has about 200
member families of diverse Jewish
backgrounds, both full‐time and part‐time
residents of southern Vermont. We provide
weekly Shabbat and holiday services, a
religious school, adult education, life cycle
events, and cultural and social
programming in a warm and welcoming
environment.
An integral part of Jewish life in the
Northshire for almost 90 years, Israel
Congregation has been at its current loca‐
tion on Rte 7A, 1.2 miles north of Rte 11/30,
since 1985. Our building is ADA accessible.
David Novak, Rabbi
Michael Cohen, Rabbi Emeritus
Karen Dreiblatt, Administrator
Board of Directors
John Sobel, President
Cathy Kimmel, Vice President
Arnold Katz, Vice President
Marlene Skulnik, Treasurer
Merrily Lewis, Corresponding Secretary
Mark Aronowitz, Recording Secretary
Morty Bunis, Immediate Past President
Directors: Lynne Abcug, Mindy Bloom,
Sandy Castelbaum, Ed Glazer,
David Heisler, Georgette Levis,
Micki Lisman, Bev Rokes, David Sischy,
Rob Zeif
Shofar Editorial Board: Doris Bass,
Marisa Eisemann, Karen Dreiblatt,
Bev Rokes, Laurie Sullivan,
Cheryl Ullman
Kabbalat Shabbat Service:
6:30 pm, Friday
(followed by Congregational Dinner)
Shabbat Service:
9:30 am, Saturday
Religious School:
3:50 pm to 6:00 pm, Thursday
Office Hours:
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday‐Thursday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm, Friday
Telephone: 802.362.4578
Email: office@icmvt.org
Website: www.icmvt.org
P.O. Box 1050 Manchester Ctr. VT 05255
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We invite you to share in our Simcha as our daughter

Emet Rebecca
Is called to the Torah as a

Bat Mitzvah
9:30 a.m.
13 Adar II 5771 - March 19, 2011
Israel Congregation of Manchester
Manchester Center, Vermont 05255
Luncheon to follow
************************************************
That evening, The Koffman Family will be sponsoring the

ICM Purim Festival
In Emet's honor
Please join us at 7:30 p.m.
Featuring:
The Wholesale Klezmer Band
Purim Costume Parade
Contests
Games
And some, if not "the whole," Megillah
Costumes Highly Encouraged
Silliness MANDATORY!
It is a tradition on Purim to give Tzedakah. As her Bat Mitzvah
Project, Emet has made a commitment to "have a cow" - raise
money for Heifer International. Don't waste your money on
food, gas, the mortgage - bring all that extra money to the Purim
Festival! There will be several opportunities for you to help her
reach her goal ($500 - enough to buy a cow) at this event.
************************************************
NO FORMAL INVITATIONS WILL BE SENT, so please...
LET US KNOW NO LATER THAN 3/1/11 by...
Calling - 802-362-1108
E-mailing - emet@vermont.com
And/or sending smoke signals - please remember the
environment and use only locally sourced renewable
flammables (Whatever you do - don't tell us when we bump into
you at Shaw's and expect us to remember!).
-Friday Night Dinner at ICM - after services
(the Friday evening service begins at 6:30 p.m.)
-Saturday Luncheon at ICM - after services
-Saturday Night Purim Festival at ICM - starting at 7:30 p.m.

Mark and Sandra Koffman
5376 Main Street
Manchester Center, VT 05255
802-362-1108
PS - It just so happens that it is also Adam's birthday.
SHHH! It's a secret.
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Religious School

T

he spring is starting to pick up speed as we con‐
tinue to learn together at our religious
school. On Friday, February 4, we will continue
with our successful and engaging Family Shabbat
Services. The b’nei mitzvah class (kitah bet) has also
begun meeting for family services on the third Satur‐
day morning of each month. This is a very exciting
development, as we are focusing on learning the To‐
rah service on Thursdays, and now with Rabbi No‐
vak, the students can experience this important and
vital ritual together as a community. Our next Fam‐
ily Kabbalat Shabbat is Friday, March 4, and then we
will have Family Shabbat again the following Satur‐
day (NOTE: this is the second Saturday of the month
instead of the third Saturday). This month, we will
also learn about the wild ʹn crazy holiday of Purim—
as well as the parts of the megillah that arenʹt as well
known. Purim gives us an amazing opportunity to
dress up, be silly, and also to remember the heroic
story of Esther, which we will do together at reli‐
gious school. Hereʹs to a joyful month of Adar!
Rabbi Rose

Spotlight on . . .
Nancy Horowitz

A

s a young child con‐
fined indoors with
the chicken pox, Nancy
Horowitz gazed outside
the windows of the
Colburn House in Man‐
chester – the inn where her
family stayed for years
starting in the early ‘70s –
until her parents, long‐
time ICM members Bob
and Micki, bought a house
in Winhall. Nancy and her
family continued coming to Vermont to ski every
weekend throughout her childhood.
In 1985 the Colburn House became the Northshire
Bookstore. And now Nancy’s life has come full circle
continued on page 8
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President’s Column:
Diversity in Our Voices

R

unning Israel Congregation of Manchester in‐
volves more than just hard work. Thankfully, I
believe we have structure and process—not incessant
bureaucracy and red tape. The result is that most of
the time we have a framework for getting things done
effectively.
Much of our work is accomplished within our com‐
mittees. Many of our committee chairs come together
at our Board meetings to communicate their work to
the Board, which thus helps coordinate the work done
in our synagogue. We have a working Board which
approves and provides guidance to our various com‐
mittees. In fact, many of our Board members serve as
committee chairs and every member of our Board
serves on one or more committees.
Our community is blessed with a diversity of opin‐
ions, which are well represented on our Board. We
often have discussions on issues which some Board
members will strongly support while others just as
strongly oppose or possibly hold the middle ground.
Although these discussions can be very lively and ani‐
mated, people fortunately maintain mutual respect
and civility during these discourses. Worshipping,
learning, and enjoying each other’s company in the
ICM community define who we are.
Our diversity of opinions makes it imperative that
every member’s voice is heard by our Board—not just
the loudest voices. Get in touch with our Board mem‐
bers and committee chairs to express your thoughts
and sentiments. All of their contact information can be
found in our new Blue Book, which was recently sent
in the mail to all of our congregants. (If your family
did not receive the current Blue Book, please contact
Karen Dreiblatt, our synagogue administrator, in or‐
der that a copy may be sent to you.)
Share your thoughts with Rabbi Novak or myself.
Please consider joining a committee and thus help get
all the work done that faces the ICM community.
While you may not agree with every policy and
program at Israel Congregation, your voice helps
shape our future. Our ongoing participation strength‐
ens our vibrant Jewish community.
John Sobel
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Adult Reading of the
Book of Esther

P

lease join Rabbi David Novak and your fellow
congregants on Purim morning, March 20, at
10:30 am for a literary reading of the Book of Esther
in English and homemade hamentaschen. In one of the
most poignant books of our TaNaCh, Godʹs name is
never mentioned. The rabbis of the Talmud attribute
this to hester panim, playing off the name of Esther
(hester/Esther). It means that even though Godʹs face
may be hidden, the miraculous power of God is be‐
hind events as they transpire.

Yom ha Shoah
Commemoration

W

e join together as a community for Yom ha
Shoah, which falls on Sunday, May 1, this
year. We will gather at 5:30 pm at Israel Congrega‐
tion for a short ceremony, then we will caravan to
the Rutland Jewish Center for a 7:00 pm perform‐
ance by
Robert DeCormier & Counterpoint—
“Music to Remember: Songs from Jewish Lifeʺ—
Part 1 “The Shtetel”; Part 2 “Terezin”; Part 3 “The
Jewish Resistance.”
Please mark your calendars and plan on joining
your fellow congregants to remember the victims of
our people. If you choose to do so, the Rutland Jew‐
ish Center is accepting donations for this eveningʹs
performance. May the memories of all victims of the
Shoah be an eternal blessing. They are not forgotten.

Simple Suppers Return

S

imple Suppers are held on Tuesday evenings at
6:00 at the Barrows House beginning March
15. Each of the congregations that are mem‐
bers of the Interfaith Council of the Northshire take
turns, on a weekly basis, acting as waiters. You get
all the soup, bread & butter and coffee or tea that you
want, and the meals are prepared by the staff of the
Barrows House; proceeds benefit the Food Cup‐
board. Reservations by the previous Sunday are re‐
quested, but not required.
For more information,
please contact Micki Lisman at 362‐4332 or
msloane.esq@mindspring.com.

Interfaith Passover Seder

T

he annual Interfaith Seder will be held at Israel
Congregation on April 6 at 6:00 pm. We have
previously had a large turnout from the interfaith
community, together with a substantial number from
ICM. Come support our interfaith effort again this
year. Everyone contributes to the success of the Seder.
Each of the participating congregations bring one or
more Passover dishes prepared according to recipes
that we provide. The members of Israel Congrega‐
tion set up the tables, prepare the Seder plate for each
table and contribute more of the desserts we all love.
We’d like to have a few members of ICM at each of
the tables to help the others and explain the service.
Rabbi Novak will be conducting the Passover service
and Passover haggadahs will be distributed to each
table. If you’re interested in helping set up, bake and/
or attend the Seder, contact Micki Lisman at 362‐4332
or msloane.esq@mindspring.com.

ICM Reads Event a Success

O

n Jan. 15 participants in the ICM Reads evening
went on a trip to the town of Zakho in Kurdish
Iraq to meet the Jews that lived there. The glasses of
Arak, food, music, decorations and slides set the scene.
We had a wonderful discussion about the featured
book, My Fatherʹs Paradise, led by Janet Kleinberg. The
evening closed with a guest visit from esteemed story
teller Mamo Yona Gabbay, Zakhoʹs master storyteller
(a.k.a. Harvey Flaxman), who entertained us with a
perfectly delightful folktale in the tradition of the Jews
of Kurdish Iraq. The library committee would like to
thank everyone who came and participated in the eve‐
ning.
BʹShalom,
Stan Reisman,
Gail Glanzberg,
Harvey Flaxman,
Stephanie Weiss,
Doris Bass,
Alison Hill
Pictured at left:
Mamo Yona Gabbay,
Zakhoʹs master storyteller
(a.k.a. Harvey Flaxman)
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Ski and Snowshoe
Under the Moonlight

J

ust a reminder to mark your calendars for our yearly
moonlight ski and snowshoe event, to take place this year
on the evening of February 20 at Viking Nordic Center
in Londonderry, Vermont. Back by popular demand,
the evening promises to be one of adventure and fun.
The moon will be just past full that night, and we’re all
keeping our fingers crossed for bright, clear skies. It’s a
holiday weekend, and most kids don’t have school the
next day, so bring the whole family. Friends and guests
are welcome! The toasty warming house is ours for the
evening so you can participate even if the great outdoors
is not for you.
We will start the evening at 6 pm with a potluck din‐
ner and then take to the trails, where we can ski or
snowshoe until 9 pm on the 3 km of groomed and lit
trails that range from easy to more advanced. If you do
not have your own equipment, you can rent equipment
from Viking for $5 per person. Come to ski/snowshoe or
just hang out with friends. The cost is $10 per person
with a maximum of $20 per family. For more informa‐
tion please contact Alison Hill at 362‐7220 or Bev Rokes
at 875‐1371. If you’d like to learn more about the Viking
Nordic Center, the website address is http://
www.vikingnordic.com.

Mazel Tov
Karen Ganz on the upcoming marriage of her son
David Ganz to Dina Cagliostro on April 9.
Brad Myerson on again being chosen for listing in
the current edition of “New England Super Law‐
yers” in the field of Criminal Defense as well as
being selected for the third consecutive year for
“The Best Lawyers in America” in the field of
Criminal Defense.
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ICM Library Holds a
Wealth of Self-Help
Information

I

f you, your friends or your family are experienc‐
ing problems and are in need of some guidance,
there are many Jewish sources for help. The ICM
library has a section of self‐help books for your use.
Remember that you can take books out of the li‐
brary using only the last 4 digits of your phone
number. Below is a selection of titles from the li‐
brary.
• Renewed Each Day: Daily Twelve Step Recovery
Meditations Based on the Bible by Rabbi Kerry M.
Olitzky and Aaron Z.
• Success: Bringing out the Best in Yourself—and
Others by Rabbi Moshe Gans
• When a Friend Dies: A Book for Teens About Griev‐
ing and Healing by Marily E. Gootman, Ed. D.
• The Other Side of the Story: Giving People the Bene‐
fit of the Doubt —Stories and Strategies by
Yehudis Samet
• Getting Up When You’re Down: A Mature Discus‐
sion of an Adult Malady – Depression and Related
Conditions by Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M. D.
• Studies in Jewish Dream Interpretation by
Monford Harris
• The Business Bible: Ten New Commandments for
Creating an Ethical Workplace by Rabbi Wayne
Dosick
• Money: Jewish Choices, Jewish Voices edited by
Elliot N. Dorff and Louis E. Newman

Do You Have News?
Share your naches. Send your news to Karen at
office@icmvt.org by the 15th of the month for
inclusion in the next edition of the Shofar.

Condolences
Ted & Eleanor Ranzal on the loss of Eleanor’s mother, Dorothy Parker
Jackie, Bob, Brittany & Faryn Borella on the loss of Jackie’s mother, Minnie Neuwirth
Lynne & Les Abcug on the loss of Lynne’s mother, Shirley Rosenberg
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Calendar of Events
FEBRUARY

3/4

6:30 pm

Family Shabbat followed by our
Potluck Dinner Sponsored by
Jen & Lloyd Weinstein

2/ 1

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/2

7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/5

9:30 am

2/3

3:50 pm

Religious School

3/8

10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/4

6:30 pm

Family Shabbat followed by our

3/9

7:00 pm

Potluck Dinner

3/10 3:50 pm

Religious School

3/11 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

2/5

9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Terumah

2/8

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/9

7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Pekudei

Adult Education: Talmud Study

Followed by our Potluck Dinner
3/12 9:30 am

Saturday Morn. Family Shabbat
Parashat Vayikra

2/10 3:50 pm

Religious School

2/11 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

3/15 10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

Followed by our Potluck Dinner

3/16 7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/12 9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Tetzaveh

3/17 3:50 pm

Religious School

2/15 10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/18 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

2/16 7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

and Community Dinner hosted by

2/18 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

Sandra & Mark Koffman

Followed by our Potluck Dinner
2/19 9:30 am

2/19 7:00 pm

3/19 9:30 am

Shabbat Worship & Bat Mitzvah

Saturday Morn. Family Shabbat

Emet Koffman; Luncheon hosted by

Parashat Ki Tisa

Sandra & Mark Koffman

Judaism in Art with

3/19 7:30 pm

Emet Koffman Celebration &
Purim Festival

Rabbi Michael Cohen
2/20 6:00 pm

Cross‐Country Ski/Snowshoe

3/20 10:30 am Megillah Reading & Hamentaschen

2/22 10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/22 10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/23 7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/23 7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

2/24 3:50 pm

Religious School

3/24 3:50 pm

Religious School

2/25 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

3/25 6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

2/26 9:30 am

Followed by our Potluck Dinner

and Potluck Dinner Sponsored by

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Vayakhel

Ellen & Raymond Lipshutz

MARCH

3/26 9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Shmini

3/1

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/29 10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/2

7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/30 7:00 pm

Adult Education: Talmud Study

3/3

3:50 pm

Religious School

3/31 3:50 pm

Religious School
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Ma’aser Sheni
When the Temple functioned in Jerusalem, the Jewish community supported it and its priests with a system of
tithes in the form of food and/or money. Today we feed our communal needs by offering financial gifts that strengthen
and enhance Jewish religious and communal life in the Northshire.

GENERAL FUND
Barbara & Lee Silver ● Francine & Jay Oberst ● Eileen & Stephen Cohen ● Nancy & Larry Steinberg in
memory of Sally Rummel Philips, David Rummel, Lillian Steinberg, and Joel Steinberg ● Justin Israel
Henry & Esta Skoburn in honor of Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen with thanks for their generous hospitality
Phyllis Teplitz in memory of Dr. Harold Teplitz, Mollie & Bernard Nusbaum, Anna & Gilbert Teplitz
Fran & Mark Aronowitz in memory of Arthur Aronowitz and Etta Rein ● Carrol & Frederick Tobin
Stephanie & Ron Weiss ● Paula & Harvey Alpart in memory of Anne Simon Alpart ● Herbert Sackett in
memory of Evelyn Sackett ● Jane & Doug Kleinfeld in memory of Selma Kleinfeld ● Betsy & Ralph Hallac
in memory of Dorothy Parker, mother of Eleanor Ranzal ● Barbara & Richard Feingold in memory of
Robert, Tess and Milton Feingold

SHABBAT DINNER FUND
Rosalie & Lee Fox in memory of Herman Gross ● Jill Brooks ● Mindy & Alan Bloom in memory of
Dorothy Parker, mother of Eleanor Ranzal

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION FUND
Phyllis Gimbel & Paul Schnitman in memory of Jane Asheim Schnitman

MERKADO LIBRARY FUND
Stephanie & Ron Weiss ● Janet Kleinberg & Harvey Flaxman in memory of Dorothy Parker

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ina & Al Rubin in memory of Robert Borella, Sr. ● Fran & Mark Aronowitz in honor of the marriage of
Mindy & Alan Bloom’s granddaughter Simi ● Susan & Arthur Mishler

MICKI & BOB HOROWITZ CHILDREN’S EDUCATION FUND
Gerald Rosenberg in honor of Bob Horowitz’ 80th birthday

PETER JANNKE MAINTENANCE ENDOWMENT FUND
Cheryl Ullman
*Please Note: Donations received after the 15th of the month will appear in the April edition of the Shofar.

Special Thanks
Ruth & Bob Rosenfeld for their tireless work on our Little Blue Book Membership Directory
Lynne Abcug for her early work on our Little Blue Book Membership Directory
High Holiday Donors Barbara & Robert Friedman, Karen & Steven Brody, Morty & Anita Bunis
Rosalie Fox for her help in honoring Debbie Friedman, z.l., on Friday, January 14
Rachel & Alecia Rokes for leading our services & the Rev. Jim Gray for his sermon on Friday, January 21
Allan Eisemann for leading our services on Saturday, January 22
Dina Bronson for preparing and leading our Tu b’Shvat seder on Sunday, January 23
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Nancy Horowitz
continued from page 3
– with her newly published children’s book, “Nicely
Dunn and the Lost Little Sister,” now available in the
bookstore. For Nancy, the bookstore is filled with fond
memories of the former inn and her early days in Ver‐
mont. “And now my book is there!” It is also sold on
Amazon.com and the Barnes and Noble website.
In addition to her children’s book, Nancy is also the
author of three yet to be published novels.
Nancy and her family have been members of ICM
since services were held behind the lumber yard near the
railroad tracks in Manchester. They attended High Holy
Day services there, led by Julius Isaacs, who was instru‐
mental in building the synagogue at its current location.
“We have a long history with the temple.”
At a very young age Nancy became “very disaffected”
with her temple at home. She loves ICM because “it’s so
welcoming and the people are so warm.” Her daughter
Phoebe, now 3½, whom Nancy adopted from Vietnam,
was named at ICM by Rabbi Novak. “She loves him.”
When she first brought Phoebe up, the members were “so
warm – you just don’t find that.”
Nancy tries to come to Vermont twice a month, long
weekends and holiday weeks. She loves to come to Shab‐
bat services and the pot‐luck dinners and attend High
Holy Day services here with her parents.
Before devoting herself to writing full time, the author
worked as a copywriter at an advertising agency in Man‐
hattan. She was later transferred to Bombay, where she
was based for three years and later spent two years work‐
ing in Sydney, Australia.
Nancy spent a month in Vietnam going through the
adoption process, accompanied by her parents. “The peo‐
ple there are such beautiful people and [Vietnam] is such
beautiful place,” she enthused. “It was an amazing ex‐
perience.”
Born in NYC and raised on Long Island, Nancy now
lives on the Upper East Side in a cramped one‐bedroom
apartment with her boyfriend and Phoebe. She writes at
home and freelances at an ad agency in midtown. For
her, coming to Vermont is like a “retreat – with open air
and beautiful people – it’s the ultimate balance to live in
New York City and have Vermont.” She feels very lucky
to have had the experience of coming to Vermont since
she was a baby. Her parents, who still have the house in
Winhall, live just eight blocks from Nancy in Manhattan.
“It’s been fantastic. We’re very lucky to have them

around and very lucky to have had the opportunity to
experience Vermont because of them.” Nancy has
toyed with the idea of living in Vermont. “I have a fan‐
tasy of living there. It’s such a creative place, with a lot
of creative people – writers, sculptors . . . I think I
could be part of such a creative community.”
Laurie Sullivan

Tu B’Shvat Seder Wrap-up

O

n Sunday, January 23, we held our annual Tu Bʹ
Shvat Seder at ICM, attended by about 20 people
including some from Temple Beth El of Bennington.
The Tu BʹShvat Seder is modeled on the Passover Seder
and is a celebration of a new year for trees, vines and
their fruits as well as the abundant gifts of the natural
world. It also celebrates the renewal of our vision, our
connection to our inner selves and to the natural world
and its Source.
The Seder was prepared and conducted by Dina
Bronson. It included the eating of fruits representing
the four seasons and the drinking of four glasses of
wine (juice) after recit‐
ing the appropriate
prayers.
After the Seder a
meal was served con‐
sisting mostly of food
prepared from the
fruits of trees and
vines. The highlight
was a bread baked by
Dina depicting two
trees with intertwined
branches and root, a
true representation of
the spirit of the holi‐
day.

