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Rabbi Novak

I

srael Congregation of Manchester and
Congregation Beth El Bennington are ex‐
cited to bring Rabbi Arthur Green to the
Northshire for Shabbat Chayei Sara, Novem‐
ber 18 and 19. As joint scholar‐in‐residence,
Rabbi Green will be delivering his presenta‐
tions at both congregations. Entitled Mining
the Hasidic Tradition for Contemporary Mean‐
ings, Rabbi Green, a founder of the Havurah
Movement in the late 1960s, is on a journey
of Jewish experimenting. His talks will bring
us into his experiences from his ordination at
the Jewish Theological Seminary in the 1960s
to today. Rabbi Green is a widely admired
scholar who will open up for us new mean‐
ings into old traditions.
On Friday night, Rabbi Green will speak
at ICM during services and at our potluck
dinner. Saturday morning, he will speak
during services at Beth El and during a kid‐
dush luncheon. On Saturday evening at 7
pm, Rabbi Green will speak at a combined
ICM & Beth El dinner in Bennington.
Rabbi Green, who is rector of the post‐
denominational Rabbinical School of He‐
brew College, is a widely respected and
deeply accomplished scholar whose work
has led him to his current religious outlook
of neo‐Hasidism. Most recently, Rabbi Green
is author of Radical Judaism: Rethinking God
and Tradition, which is available in our ICM
library. He is an educator and scholar of Jew‐
ish mysticism and Hasidism who continues
to play an influential role in bringing the lan‐
guage of spirituality into mainstream Jewish
life. A former dean of the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, Rabbi Green is widely
credited with being a major influence in Jew‐

ish Renewal and Havurah movements.
In honor of Rabbi Green, the ICM Board of
Directors will be sponsoring our Shabbat din‐
ner Friday evening, November 18.
Special thanks go to all of the sponsors of
this weekend who are making Rabbi Green’s
appearance at ICM possible.
Please mark your calendar for what prom‐
ises to be an exciting weekend of learning and
community building. Beth El Bennington is
located at 107 Adams Street in Bennington.

President’s Column

I

am both pleased and proud to report that
the High Holy Days services were ex‐
tremely well received, meaningful, and inclu‐
sive. I especially want to thank both Rabbi
Novak and Cantor Waldman for creating the
warmth and good feelings among all those
present.
The High Holy Days allowed me the
chance to contemplate who we are as a Jewish
community, what we value, the meaning Is‐
rael Congregation gives to our lives, and the
depth of our commitment to our synagogue.
The generosity of our congregants has cre‐
ated a dynamic synagogue, a home that wel‐
comes all of us in this beautiful part of Ver‐
mont, a center where we have forged lifelong
friendships.
Everyone here has a story about why they
are part of our congregation. The stories of‐
ten begin with how people felt drawn in and
welcomed by the warm and friendly atmos‐
phere here. When asked what they value
about ICM, congregants mention the words
family or community—a perfect metaphor for
synagogue life here at Israel Congregation.
We also have been the center for countless
activities, celebrations, and events. Many
more events are planned in the coming
continued on page 8
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Israel Congregation Calendar of Events
November

December
12/2

11/2

4:00 pm

Religious School

11/4

6:30 pm

Family Shabbat followed by our
Community Potluck Dinner

6:30 pm Family Shabbat followed by our
Community Potluck Dinner

12/3

9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Vayetzei

7:00 pm ICM Reads with Dr. Leyla Rouhi

11/5

9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Lech‐lecha

11/9

4:00 pm

Religious School

12/6

10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

Office Closed—Veteran’s Day

12/7

4:00 pm Religious School

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

12/9

6:30 pm Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

11/11
6:30 pm

Followed by Community Oneg

Followed by Community Oneg

11/12

9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Vayera

12/10 9:30 am

11/13

10:00 am

Crafts & Art Fair

12/11 4:00 pm Film Festival

11/15

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

12/13 10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

11/16

4:00 pm

Religious School

12/14 4:00 pm Religious School

11/17

7:00 pm

Board of Directors Meeting

12/15 7:00 pm Board of Directors Meeting

11/18

6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

12/16 6:30 pm Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

with special guest Rabbi A. Green

Shabbat Worship, Vayishlach

Followed by Community Oneg

Followed by Potluck Dinner

12/17 9:30 am

Sponsored by the Board of Directors

12/20 10:30 am Adult Education: Talmud Study

Family Shabbat, Parashat Vayeshev

11/19

6:30 pm

Family Shabbat, Parashat Chayei Sara

12/21 4:00 pm Religious School

11/22

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

12/23 6:30 pm Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

11/23

3:00 pm

Early Close; No Religious School

and Chanukah Celebration

11/25

6:30 pm

Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

Followed by Potluck Dinner

Followed by Community Oneg

12/24 9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Miketz

11/26

9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Toldot

12/28 4:00 pm Religious School

11/29

10:30 am

Adult Education: Talmud Study

12/30 6:30 pm Friday Evening Shabbat Worship

11/30

4:00 pm

Religious School

Followed by Community Oneg

NOTE: Rabbi Matt Durbin will provide rabbinic

12/31 9:30 am

Shabbat Worship, Parashat Vayigash

coverage November 1‐3 and may be reached at 518‐792‐4364 or 518‐792‐4336.

Mazel Tov!
Doris Bass on her grandson Donald being named to the Wheaton College Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa
Georgette and Albert Levis on their son Oliver being named a Rising Star by the Battenkill Business Journal
Cheryl Ullman on the marriage of her son Charles to Nicole Pelaggi‐Dyer on October 22, 2011
Betsy & Jim Chase on the marriage of their son David on October 23, 2011

Do You Have Naches?

Send your announcements to Karen at office@icmvt.org.
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Religious School

O

n September 4, the ICM Religious School wel‐
comed returning and new students to the start of
another exciting school year. Keta Aleph kicked off the
year with a lesson introducing the Torah and the five
books of Moses, as their Judaic Studies lessons will fo‐
cus on the wonderfully rich stories in the book of Bʹrei‐
shit (Genesis). Following their initial Torah lesson the
focus was turned to the study of the fall holidays of
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah.
Keta Aleph was given the special responsibility of roll‐
ing one of the synagogue Torahs back to the beginning,
which allowed them to look closely at the paragraphs
describing each of the days of creation, as an introduc‐
tion to their classroom study of the story of Creation.
Alison Hill
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Moonlight Cross-Country
Ski/Snowshoe Evening

J

oin us on Saturday, February 4, for an evening of
cross‐country skiing/snowshoeing on the 3 km of lit
and groomed trails at the Viking Nordic Center in
Londonderry, Vermont. Back by popular demand, the
evening promises to be one of fun and adventure. If
you’ve never joined us for this event before, come and
see how magical it is to ski and snowshoe in the
moonlight.
We’ll start the evening at 6 pm with a potluck din‐
ner in one of the toasty warming huts and then take to
the trails, where we can ski and snowshoe until 9 pm.
With trails that range from easy to more advanced,
there is terrain that works for all levels and abilities.
The warming hut is ours for the evening, so you can
join in this fun event even if the great outdoors is not
for you.
Rental equipment is available from Viking for $5
per person. Come to ski/snowshoe or just hang out
uto Angels is a local charitable organization that with friends. The cost will be $10 per person, $20
accepts your unused donated cars and puts them maximum per immediate family. ICM members and
to good use. If the car still has some useful life Auto nonmembers are welcome.
Angels will provide it to a local resident who desper‐
ately needs a car but cannot afford to buy even an
older one. If necessary Auto Angels will make limited
repairs before transferring it to a family.
If you have such a car, or know someone who does,
On Friday, December 23, we will celebrate
please contact Stan Lisman at 802‐362‐4332 or slis‐
Chanukah and Shabbat with an ICM
man@mindspring.com. Auto Angels will provide you
tradition —the lighting of family menorahs.
with a receipt for tax purposes in accordance with IRS
Each family is encouraged to bring their family
regulations.
menorah(s) and join in the community recita‐
If you do not have a car to donate but wish to help
tion of the prayers and lighting of the candles.
provide this service, Auto Angels will put your cash
donation to just as good use by repairing donated cars.

WANTED: Your Unused
Cars!

A

SAVE THE DATE

GEORGES DRY CLEANING SERVICES
YOUR ONE STOP FULL SERVICE DRY CLEANER
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

81-B Taconic Business Park Road
Manchester Center
Vermont 05255
1-802-362-9055
M-F 9-5:15 AND SAT 9-1
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ICM Reads . . . Spend an
Evening in Seville

J

oin us on December 3 at 7 pm for a journey to me‐
dieval Spain. We are fortunate to have Dr. Leyla
Rouhi, Professor of Romance Languages at Williams
College as our speaker. She is a graduate of Oxford
and Harvard, and her research has focused on the
presence of Islam in medieval Iberia, the setting of By
Fire, By Water, by Mitchell James Kaplan. Dr. Rouhi
will give us a fascinating overview of the Jewish pres‐
ence in Iberia, and relate the book’s characters to this
historical backdrop.
By Fire, By Water explores the time when Columbus
was begging King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella for
money to begin his journey to the new world, and
Torquemada, the church’s infamous Chief Inquisitor,
was following the trail of conversos in the king’s em‐
ploy. The novel follows Luis de Santangel, a wealthy
and powerful converso, who, despite the danger of
being caught, was examining the mystery surrounding
his background.
With music of the period to set the mood, we will,
as on previous ICM Reads evenings, savor the foods
that are part and parcel of the book’s setting. The
tapas table, with its “small plates,” which are tradi‐
tional in southern Spain, is sure to delight.
So bring your appetite for learning more about a
fascinating piece of Jewish history, and your hunger
for interesting foods—and your friends—to this fun
annual event.
The book is available at ICM for $10. Call Karen to
reserve your copy.

Chanukah
Supplies
Look to ICM for your
Chanukah supplies!
We have candles, dreidels,
menorahs, chocolate gelt,
decorative banners and
confetti, wrapping paper,
money holder cards and
more!

EXCEPTIONAL GIFTS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Come to ICM’s Crafts & Art Fair
November 13

E

ven though Chanukah is “late” this year, it’s never
too early to select presents that “wow” the impor‐
tant people in your life. Why not get a jump on your
holiday shopping (along with birthday, house warm‐
ing, and thank you gifts) while supporting our talented
congregant artisans and friends in the local economy.
Sunday, November 13, brings 18 exceptional artisans
to ICM for a Crafts & Art Fair—back by popular de‐
mand—which runs from 10 am to 4 pm. Come early for
the best selections in exquisite beaded jewelry, elegant
handmade shoes, whimsical fabric dolls, sophisticated
necklaces and earrings, breathtaking art glass, custom‐
crafted knitted sweaters, traditional “sponge ware” pot‐
tery, hand‐turned wood ware, eye‐catching fabric
quilts, unique “piqué assiette” mosaic pieces, photogra‐
phy, totes/bags/wine carriers, watercolors, and (of
course) Chanukah necessities. There are items in all
prices ranges for people of all ages! For more informa‐
tion, contact Lynne Abcug at 802‐297‐1946.

Join Us for an Evening of
Israeli Dance

O

n Saturday, January 7, from 7 pm to 9 pm, we
once again welcome Israeli dance specialist Eve
Cameron to Israel Congregation. Come with your danc‐
ing feet and let Eve guide you through a variety of tra‐
ditional and modern Israeli dances. All levels and ages
welcome. No experience necessary. Eve will teach us all
we need to know. If you donʹt want to dance, come and
join us for Havdalah, and just listen to the music and
socialize. Nosherie provided. If you have any questions
please contact Bev Rokes at 875‐1371 or Alison Hill at
362‐7220.
Eve Cameron has been an Israeli dance instructor for
15 years. She is currently the director and teacher in the
Israeli Dance Program Hebrew Academy of the Capital
District & BʹYachad Hebrew School, Albany, NY. She
has taught Israeli dance programs throughout the Pitts‐
field‐Bennington‐Albany region.
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Ma’aser Sheni
When the Temple functioned in Jerusalem, the Jewish community supported it and its priests with a system of
tithes in the form of food and/or money. Today we feed our communal needs by offering financial gifts that strengthen
and enhance Jewish religious and communal life in the Northshire.

GENERAL FUND
Fran & Mark Aronowitz in memory of Eileen Cohen and in honor of Mindy & Alan Bloom’s 10th grandchild
Norma & Richard Daniels in honor of Irene & Ed Glazer ● Ellen & Ray Lipshutz in honor of Micki & Bob
Horowitz’ anniversary ● Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen in honor of Marlene Skulnik’s and Ina Rubin’s
birthdays ● Merrily & Frank Lewis in memory of Eileen Cohen and in honor of Micki & Bob Horowitz’
anniversary ● Georgia & Gene Mittelman in memory of Eileen Cohen ● Merrily & Frank Lewis in memory
of Gussie Kramberg ● Nancy & Larry Steinberg in honor of Herta Gottschalk ● Barbara & Robert Friedman
in honor of Mindy & Alan Bloom’s newest grandchild ● Irene & Ed Glazer in honor of Ellen Giunta’s 60th
birthday and with thanks to Susan & Bob Shaw and Judy & Jay Sarnoff ● Esther & David Simon
Mickey Kent wishing mazel tov to Evelyn & Don Mayerson on the marriage of their granddaughter
Anonymous ● Sara Lee & Barry Larner in honor of Cathy & Saul Kimmel’s 40th anniversary ● Abby Ross
in memory of Josephine & Seymour Rosenblum ● Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen in memory of Ruthie’s
mother, Mildred Roth ● Cookie & Israel Mac in memory of Anne Saiber and Sonia Mac ● Janet Burton in
memory of Bernard Brown ● Gail Zimmer in memory of Sylvia Zimmer ● Edith Greenberg in memory of
Susan Bergstein ● Elliot Zide in memory of Helen & Max Zide

SHABBAT DINNER FUND
Carol & Phil Goldsmith in honor of Irene & Ed Glazer with thanks for their hospitality

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION FUND
Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen in memory of Eileen Cohen ● Sara Dolsky in memory of Rebecca Ferezy and
Harold Cutler ● Estelle Schwartz in memory of Sol Goldstein, Sarah Goldstein Stone and Farkus Markovitz
Sasha Kent & Arnie Katz wishing Justin Mueller a speedy recovery ● Rosalind Compain in memory of
Mark Klamkin

CULTURAL AFFAIRS FUND
Carol & Phil Goldsmith in honor of the upcoming bar mitzvah of Steven Cohen’s grandson, Jacob
Lil & Evan Ginsberg ● Anonymous

TIKKUN OLAM FUND
Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen in honor of Ina Rubin’s birthday ● Ina & Mark Katzman in memory of Ina’s
mother and father, Etta & Emanuel Goldstein, and in memory of Gussie Kramberg ● Mindy & Alan Bloom,
Ruth & Bob Rosenfeld, Norma & Marvin Rappaport, Judith Cohen & Greg Deluca, Alison Hill & Rabbi
Michael Cohen, Margaret Connor, Fran & Mark Aronowitz, Lisa Forman Rosen, Naomi & Robert
Schwartz, Vicki & Steve Green, Judy Rudiakov, Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen, Ina & Mark Katzman, and
Anonymous in response to Hurricane Irene

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ilse Fuchs in memory of Henry Fuchs and Rose Mangot ● Ruth & Stanley Gilbert in memory of
Isaac Schwartz ● Beth & Michael Wiesner
*Please Note: Donations received after the 15th of October will appear in the next full edition of the Shofar.
continued on page 7
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Ma’aser Sheni continued
MERKADO LIBRARY FUND
Janet Kleinberg & Harvey Flaxman in memory of Eileen Cohen

MICKI & BOB HOROWITZ CHILDREN’S EDUCATION FUND
Karen & Michael Dreiblatt in honor of Micki & Bob’s anniversary ● Ruthie & Norm Ellenbogen in honor
of Micki & Bob’s anniversary ● Sasha Kent & Arnie Katz in honor of Micki & Bob’s anniversary
Carol & Phil Goldsmith in honor of Micki & Bob’s anniversary

GOLDSMITH PRAYERBOOK FUND
Carol & Phil Goldsmith in honor of the bar mitzvah of Sandy & Marty Castelbaum’s grandson

BUILDING FUND
Judith & Michael Adler ● Charlotte Sperling

Special Thanks
Doris Bass, Jackie Borella, Margaret Connor, Karen Dreiblatt, Libby Harris, Alison Hill, Elinor Katz,
Susan Leader, Merrily Lewis, Ellen Lipshutz, Micki Lisman, Loretta Reisman, Dina Bronson, Loree
Zeif, and Bev Rokes for leading services and sponsoring Shabbat dinner on Friday, October 28
Allan Eisemann for leading services Saturday, October 29
Our Sukkah Team: Stan Lisman, Alison Hill, Bev Rokes, Alecia Rokes, Rachel Rokes, Warren Rokes, Lee
Fox, Evan Ginsberg, and David Skulnik for putting the sukkah up, decorating it, & taking it down to store
for next year

October Was Food
Cupboard Month for ICM

Food Cupboard
November Wish List

L

T

ots of members of our congregation pitched in to
help! All through October we covered Tuesday
mornings and afternoons as well as Wednesday after‐
noons. Helping others usually helps to make one feel
better about oneself, and Food Cupboard days were no
exception. We received a lot of messages saying that it
was well worthwhile and fun to share with others. Spe‐
cial thanks to the following people who showed up when
promised and helped everyone: Loretta Reisman, Irene
& Ed Glazer, Ruthie Ellenbogen, Karen Ganz, Sandy
Stein, Ed & Marilyn Rice, Alan Bloom, Merrily Lewis,
Barbara Friedman, Fran & Mark Aronowitz, Lynn & Les
Abcug, Alison Hill, Harvey Flaxman, Carol Gold, Elinor
Katz, Cathy Kimmel, Yuval Sela, Margaret Connor,
Vicki Greene, Elaine Ross, Stan Lisman, and Jen
Weinstein.
Thanks so much,
Micki Lisman & Judy Hirschberg

his month the Community Food Cupboard is
thinking about Thanksgiving. Donations of
non‐perishables for Turkey Day will be a big help
this month! Suggestions include cranberry sauce,
canned sweet potatoes, stuffing mix, chicken
broth, and canned pumpkin.
The CFC is able to purchase healthy foods at a
discount, so monetary donations are always help‐
ful. Please make your check payable to CFC and
send it to CFC, PO Box 864, Manchester Center,
VT 05255.

Did you know . . .
donations to ICM can now be made on line?
Visit www.israelcongregationvt.org.
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David Novak, Rabbi
Michael Cohen, Rabbi Emeritus
Karen Dreiblatt, Administrator
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President’s
Column
continued

Board of Directors
John Sobel, President
Cathy Kimmel, Vice President
Arnold Katz, Vice President
Marlene Skulnik, Treasurer
Merrily Lewis, Corresponding Secretary
Mark Aronowitz, Recording Secretary
Morty Bunis, Immediate Past President
Marisa Eisemann, Member‐at‐large
Directors: Lynne Abcug, Mindy Bloom,
Sandy Castelbaum, Ed Glazer,
David Heisler, Georgette Levis,
Micki Lisman, Bev Rokes, David Sischy,
Rob Zeif
Shofar Editorial Board: Doris Bass, Karen
Dreiblatt, Bev Rokes, Laurie Sullivan,
Cheryl Ullman
Kabbalat Shabbat Service:
6:30 pm, Friday
Shabbat Service:
9:30 am, Saturday
Religious School:
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Wednesday
Office Hours:
8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday‐Thursday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm, Friday

Telephone: Office 802.362.4578
Rabbi 802.688.3555
Email: office@icmvt.org
Website: www.icmvt.org
P.O. Box 1050 Manchester Ctr. VT 05255

Bikur Cholim

B

ikur Cholim, or visiting the sick, is
one of the many mitzvot we are
commanded to perform. Do you know
someone who is ill and would appreci‐
ate a visit from Rabbi Novak? Please
call the office at 802‐362‐4578 to let
Rabbi Novak know so that he may
plan a visit. We rely on you to keep us
informed and appreciate your help.

months: the Rabbi Arthur Green
seminar, our crafts fair, film festi‐
vals, ICM Reads, Talmud classes,
and the annual Martin Luther King
Day commemoration. These pro‐
grams and many others create in‐
formative, timely, stimulating, and
life‐affirming experiences here at
Israel Congregation.
It takes a tremendous amount of
energy and financial resources to
sustain our vibrant community.
Please take a moment to reflect
how blessed we are to have this
wonderful synagogue, how fortu‐
nate we are to enjoy what we have
together. Give to this synagogue
with your heart and you will re‐
ceive it back tenfold.
Finally, please allow me to ex‐
press my heartfelt gratitude to all
the volunteers listed on page 3 who
helped make this year’s High Holy
Days a vibrant and inspirational
experience.
I hope that the year 5772 brings
peace, happiness, and prosperity to
your family.
John Sobel

Advertise in
the Shofar and
reach over
300 households
in eight states.
Call Karen at
362-4578
for our low rates!

Support ICM
When You
Shop

H

ere is a way to help Israel
Congregation
while
“doing what you already
do.” When you are going to make
a purchase at Amazon.com, just
go to our website instead and
complete the purchase there . . .
and a portion of the sale automati‐
cally goes to ICM. We have a
similar arrangement with the
Northshire Bookstore. Instead of
buying your books at Northshire
or on the Northshire website . . .
go to www.icmvt.org and make
your purchase there, and a por‐
tion of that sale comes back to us.
Remember to visit the website
often for the latest news from ICM
and for an easy way to help sup‐
port our synagogue while “doing
what you already do.”

The Tree of Life on the wall in our
Social Hall is adorned with leaves
that commemorate events in the
lives of our congregants. To inscribe your family event or Simcha call Karen in the synagogue
office at 802.362.4578.

